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Shokunin

Japan is home to some of the world’s
most treasured ‘Shokunin’. Literally
translating to ‘artisan’ or ‘craftsperson’
in English, the Japanese meaning runs
much deeper. A true Shokunin is
someone who dedicates their life to
mastering their craft; it’s a rejection of
mass-produced standardisation and a
personal responsibility to preserve
their traditions for future generations.

Shokunin proudly features 25 intimate
artisan profiles, from  family-run
ceramic studios in Fukuoka, to a
female-focused glass studio in Chiba
and ceremonial lantern-makers
practicing for more than 50 years in
Tohoku.
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A true Shokunin is someone who
dedicates their life to mastering their
craft; it’s a rejection of mass-produced
standardisation and a personal
responsibility to preserve their
traditions for future generations.
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