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1. Creative approach

Jean-Francois LEMAIRE
Visual artist

AN ARTISTIC AND TECHNICAL DEFI

Since my studies at ENBA in Dijon, my creative
approach has evolved through experience,
experimentation, encounters and artistic and
technical research. Generally speaking, the
materials | use to create my work, and my
mastery of their manufacture, have played a
major role in my development. Fascinated by
the arts of fire, | started out in the world of lost-
wax steel and bronze, | have also used ceramics
and, for many years now, glass or crystal paste
(also lost-wax) has been an essential part of my
work, both for its expressive possibilities and
the meaning it brings to my work, and for the
permanent challenge it represents, to innovate
and invent new textures and a new plastic
vocabulary for the glassmaking material.

J-F. Lemaire, Empreinte de temps, 2020, optical glass, détail
J-F. Lemaire, Du Chaos a la Lumiére, 2021, crystal, détail
J-F. Lemaire, Du Chaos a la Lumiere, 2021, crystal, détail
J-F. Lemaire, H, 2008, céramics & crystal, h. 18 & 30 cm


















J-F. Lemaire, Empreinte de temps, 2022, crystal, @ 30 cm ; integral part & détail.



J-F. Lemaire, Empreinte de temps, 2020, optical glass, @ 35 cm ; integral part & détail.
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Nabatherm fusing kiln, for glass firing
and annealing (the mold is first

dewaxed in another Kiln)

Glass powders ground to various particle
sizes

One of the workshop's polishing stations

A FEW TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

By way of example, for the work shown on page 9,
Empreinte de temps 2020, here are some details of the
techniques used:

Lost-wax pate de verre technique. Design and drawing.
Elastomer molding of a piece of sapwood (for a rendering
of bark and also a mineral aspect). Casting of wax
impression. Production of an open mold in plaster and
refractories, in two parts (base and lathe), with several
layers of different compositions for the lathe, the first
layers applied with a brush. Mesh reinforcement. Then
assembly. Dewaxing 36 hours at 700° in a vertical gas
kiln. In the dewaxed mold: copper monoxide is brushed
onto the inside of the mold, on what will be the part's
circumference, then the optical glass elements are
positioned over the entire surface and several in-house
mixes are placed between them: different granulometries
of optical glass powder, manganese dioxide, ceramic and
refractory powders, carbonates, etc. The mold will remain
open.

Firing control during the rise in temperature and the
melting stage at 950° (some twenty hours), then control
when the kiln is opened to obtain thermal descent and
"blocking™ at 520°, just before starting 10 days (and
nights) of annealing and temperature descent, with several
stages and regular monitoring, all this in an electric and
horizontal fusing kiln, with programming. Once the part
had cooled, the mold (which will be recycled) was broken
and the surface scraped, followed by sandblasting, then
diamond polishing (8 successive granulometries) to obtain
transparency, followed by cerium oxide polishing to obtain
a mirror polish. The polishing phases were particularly
long and delicate, as the materials fusing with the glass
(refractories and metal oxides) tend, when they emerge on
the surface, to cause scratches.
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STEEL, BRONZE, MIRROR

The large sculpture above was
commissioned by the developer
DESIMO. Its creation, like that of
Elévations, bleus nymphéas, required
the assistance of Didier Duchéne,
Compagnon métallier, M.O.F. and his
company CMD2, Entreprise du
Patrimoine Vivant.

J-F. Lemaire, Les portes de la Connaissance, un
Vaisseau vers la Lumiére, 2021, steel, bronze,
crystal, h. 4,50 m, Résidence Harmony, 10430,
Rosiéres-pres-Troyes

J-F. Lemaire installing a bronze Elévation on a
mirror, 1992
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PASSING ON

Since 1994, | have striven to pass on my
knowledge and know-how in a variety of
ways:

With professionals, in the form of
continuing education courses (lost-wax
bronze training), or training students in the
workshop (ENSAAMA Olivier de Serres,
CNIFOP, ENSA Limoges), or during a
long collaboration with the Entreprise du
Patrimoine Vivant CMD2 and its
companions and apprentice metalworkers.
This was in the form of participation in
bronze castings, work and exchanges or

" causeries " on the company's site. For
over 10 years, | also created and ran an art
library specializing in glass, ceramics and
metal.

By taking part in local projects, with the
general public, schoolchildren or people in
difficulty, in the form of educational
workshops, exhibitions, performances or
conferences on the theme of glass and/or
the “arts du feu”.

For amateurs, with regular courses and
workshops in plastic art techniques,
including casting, fusing, ceramics and
bronze, complemented by regular lectures
on twentieth-century art.

For the general public, with the Galerie
Artes in the Troyes area, which specializes
in the “arts du feu”” and has held over 80
exhibitions since 2008, featuring both
young artists and those of international
renown.

Salle d’exposition de la Galerie Artes, ateliers et lieux de
cours et de stages

L'art pour
mieux vivre en
entreprise

Dans I'Aube, un galeriste
propose aux entreprises
d'emprunter des sculptures. Une
fagon de provoquer la rencontre
dans les lieux de vie.

Lucie Tanneau
Publié le 10/05/2017 & 00h0O0 | Mis & jour
le 10/05/2017 a 16h25

© Olivier Gobert pour La Vie
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2. Further information PRECISIONS

Jean-Francois Lemaire

Visual artist . . .
I consider myself first and foremost a visual

artist, and although I devote a great deal of my
work to researching and creating pieces in pate
de verre and pate de cristal, | continue to create
works in bronze, ceramic and steel, or even
Corten.

My workshop is equipped for glass, ceramics
and bronze, and | am regularly welcome by a
metalworking company equipped for cutting and
all types of steel processing.

I have also carried out numerous studies of
decorative and artistic elements, friezes, lighting
fixtures or even large screens of steel and glass.

I'm particularly interested in commissions works
for the city and the architectural projects,
J-F. Lemaire, portrait, 2021 whether monumental or ennobling.

J-F. Lemaire, Empreinte de temps, 2022,
crystal, h. 24 cm

J-F. Lemaire, Empreinte de temps, 2019,
optical glass, @ 26 cm

J-F. Lemaire, Empreinte de temps, 2021,
crystal, h. 24 cm
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NEWS & PARTNERS

Very enthusiastic about my recent large-scale urban sculptures, I'm currently working on
a new project for the courtyard of a residence in Troyes, again as part of the 1 immeuble,
1 oeuvre Charter, and some of my works found their place in gardens, yards and
fountains.

I'm also continuing my artistic explorations and the creation of new glass compositions
and textures, and their association with bronze, steel and ceramics. | present my
sculptures in galleries and at exhibitions and competitions.

I also seek out new architectural or urban projects to realize.

For large-scale sculptures, the metal worker companion, "Best craftsperson of the year",
Didier Duchéne, company director of CMD2 in Estissac (Aube, France), designs and
builds the metalwork, bring it up to standard and installation, with a ten-year warranty.

For big works, exhibitions or communication projects, | have technical partners around
me, some of them long-standing used to work with me and familiar with my art
production.

Find my Curriculum vitae pages 21 and 22
Publications :

38-page bilingual brochure 2024 with biography

64-page brochure 2022 with biography (in French)

Crédits photos :

J-F. Lemaire : pages 1,3,8,10,11,12,13,14,15,16,18

D. Guy, Trinité Photo, Sainte-Savine : pages 2,4,5,6 ,7,9, 10,11,16,18
Artfusion : pages 12,13,14

P. Lemoine, Chaumont : page 14

0. Gobert-La Vie : page 18

Y. Trotzier, Strasbourg : page 19
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https://www.jf-lemaire.com/_files/ugd/ec959b_8b148847c2de4366b31e10977b0d79e3.pdf
https://www.jf-lemaire.com/_files/ugd/ec959b_8322a65274a742f28458cb3b919e47a1.pdf

Curriculum Vitae

Jean-Francois Lemaire Mail : jf.lemairepro@orange.fr

Studio : 3 rue Pasteur, 10150, PONT-SAINTE-MARIE  Site : https://www.jf-lemaire.com

Phone : +33 (0)6 77 20 45 34 @ jean_francois.lemaire

Collections and public commissions

Musée du Verre of CHARLEROI (Belgique) 2023

Musée du Verre of SARS-POTERIES (59) 2023

Ville de TROYES (10), monumental sculpture "Elévation, bleus nymphéas" 2019
D.D.J.S. CHAUMONT (52), Sculpture bronze and steel 1993

Private commissions urban sculptures (City of Troyes)
Monumental Sculpture Steel, Bronze and Crystal, Résidence Harmony (10), 2021
Monumental Sculpture Steel, Bronze and Crystal, Résidence Myrrha (10), 2023 (in progress)

Main exhibitions and galleries

Continuum Gallery, KONIGSWINTER (Allemagne) starting Décember 2024

Selected by Elizabeth LERICHE for HONG-KONG Design Week, Décember 2024

Galerie du Miroir et du Verre, PARIS (75016), November 2024

Selected by Ateliers d'Art de France for "Revelations China", PEKIN, September 2024
Salon Révélations CHINE, with Ateliers d'Art de France, September 2024

Galerie Ador Expérience, LA ROCHELLE et ILE DE RE (17), strarting June 14 Juin 2024
Galerie Florence B, personal exhibition, NOIRMOUTIER-EN-L’ILE (85), summer 2024
Salon Maison & Objet PARIS-VILLEPINTE (93), January and september 2024

Double J Collective - Gallery, DUBAI (UAE), 2023

Galerie Internationale du Verre, Serge Lechaczynski, BIOT (06) permanent artist since 2020
Galerie Les trois Soleils, EPESSES (Lausanne, Suisse), 2023

Salon "Révélations" Grand Palais éphémeére PARIS 2022 et 2023

Personal exhibition Musée du Verre de CHARLEROI (Belgique), 24/09/2022 — 05/03/2023
Salons art3f MULHOUSE (68) 2022 et PARIS 2023

Salons Résonance[s], STRASBOURG (67), 2021 and 2022

Galerie Nicole BUCK, HURTIGHEIM (67), september 2022

Exhibition Maison Harismendia, August 2022 and August 2023, SARE (64)

Musée du Verre de SARS-POTERIES, Biennales du Verre 2019 and 2021

Galerie des Arts du Feu, ROUEN (76), since 2020
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Maison du Vitrail d’Armance. Musée d'ERVY-le-CHATEL (10), 2021
Musée de la Faience, ANCY LE FRANC (89), 2020

Musée du Verre de CARMAUX (81), Biennales du Verre 2019 & 2021

Musée du Verre de CHARLEROI (Belgique), Biennales du Verre 2019 & 2022
Biennales du verre contemporain, ALIZAY (27), 2019 & 2022

Musée minier de FAYMOREAU (85), "Le Verre, expression d'art", 2019
Galerie Maumu, MAUMUSSON-LAGUIAN, 2015-2021

Galerie Peter, BORDEAUX (33), 2017

"Lumiére Blanche", RODEZ (12), 2014

Galerie Artes, regular solo exhibitions, PONT-SAINTE-MARIE (10), 2009-2023
Galleri Arto, BORGHEIM (Norvege), 2010

"Regards sur la Pate de Verre contemporaine”, ST-LEU-LA-FORET (95) 2008
Galerie Talbot, PARIS (75006), personal exhibition, mai 2008

Magaglass Gallery, PEKIN (Chine) 2008

Personal exhibition, Maison de I'Outil et de la Pensée Ouvriére, TROYES (10), 2008
Personal exhibition, Maison du Boulanger, centre culturel de la ville de TROYES (10), 2008
Galerie L'Eclat du Verre, PARIS (75001), 2008

Galerie Laura, AUBAGNE (13), 2005

Biennale de Céramique contemporaine, TROYES (10), 2005

Exposition Verre International, SAINT-ETIENNE (42), 2005

"Puissance du Verre dans I'Art Contemporain”, TROYES (10), 2004

Galerie Planete-Verre, MONPAZIER (24), 2003-2007

Galerie A l'espace des Arts, ST-REMY DE PROVENCE (13), 2003

Galerie Internationale du Verre (Galerie Novaro), BIOT (06), 2001-2002
Exhibitions & International Glass Festival, TAIPE (Taiwan), 2001

Galerie Art et Créations, LYON (69), 2000-2003

Galerie L'Exception, POITIERS (86), 2000 & personal exhibition, 2001

Galerie Place des Arts, MONTPELLIER (34), 1999-2004

Galerie Tony Rocfort, RENNES (35), 1999

Galerie Schwann, WUPPERTAL, (Germany), 1991 et 1992

Exhibition in situ, Ecole Nationale des Beaux-Arts, « Etat des lieux », DIJON (21), 1991
Espace Camille Claudel, SAINT-DIZIER (52), 1991

Galerie René Madec, QUIMPER (29), 1989

Finalist Concours Festival International Métiers d'Art, BACCARAT (54), 2019
Finalist Fondation Bettencourt-Schueller concours "Talents d'exception*, 2020 et 2021

Education : Baccalauréat scientifique 1977
Ecole Nationale des Beaux-Arts de DIJON
Resin and elastomer molding, construction of stage sets
Metalworking (welding, flame cutting, surface treatment)
Lost-wax bronze casting.
Glass paste and hot and cold glass working.

Work document
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