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"THE ZHAI" is quoted from the inscription on the national treasure of the
Western Zhou Dynasty bronze "He Zun" unearthed in Henan Province,
which is the earliest known source of the word "China." "THE ZHAI"
means "living in peace in China," and "ZHAI" means "family house and

residence." THE ZHAI, named after the Chinese pinyin for "ZHAI," aims to
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be a cultural exchange window for Oriental living aesthetics.

In September 2024, "THE ZHAI" uses "wood-silk-porcelain" as a cue to
display three categories of traditional Chinese craft creations, namely
Ming-style furniture, Suzhou silk, and Jingdezhen ceramics. By combining
traditional skills and life aesthetics from China with modern life scenes
and creative designs, it aims to showcase Chinese aesthetic creations
and designs on the world stage.

"THE ZHAI" showcases Chinese intangible heritage skills that have been
passed down for thousands of vyears. Starting from traditional
handicrafts, it gathers traditional craftsmen's fine works, full of Oriental
classical charm, hoping to provide more stylized collocation inspiration

for modern home decoration.
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Suzhou, an important city in eastern China, is situated on the middle and
lower reaches of the Yangtze River and is adjacent to Shanghai in the
east.

With a history spanning 2,500 vyears, Suzhou is known for its
sophisticated culture and refined way of life. The city is renowned for its
classical gardens, picturesque water town scenery, and is considered the
hub of handicrafts in China.

Suzhou's handicrafts are distinguished by their "ultimate refinement."
With over 3,000 varieties in 10 categories, Suzhou alone accounts for the
majority of the 11 categories of Chinese handicrafts. As a result, Suzhou
has been recognized by UNESCO as one of the "Cities of Handicraft and

Folk Art" since 2014.
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Ming-style furniture is the development of the Chinese traditional
hardwood furniture school during the Ming Dynasty, with Suzhou as the

center of Su-style furniture representing authentic Ming-style furniture.
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Therefore, it is also known as "Suzhou Ming-style furniture," referred to

as "Su style." Ming-style furniture is the representative of Chinese
furniture culture, exuding the spirit, temperament, and verve of
traditional Chinese culture.

Beautiful shape, exquisite selection of materials, and fine production are
the three characteristics of Ming-style furniture. In shape, it is primarily
based on straight lines and simple curves, with minimal decoration and
carving. In material selection, it mainly uses hardwood, such as yellow
pear, rosewood, ironwood, and chicken-wing wood. These woods, after
careful selection and grinding, fully showcase their natural beauty while
ensuring the robustness and precision of the furniture. In the
manufacturing process, the use of mortise-and-tenon joint connections
saves materials and ensures the integrity of the furniture.

On May 20, 2006, the furniture-making technique of the Ming Dynasty

was listed in the first batch of representative items of China's intangible

cultural heritage.
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Suzhou Silk
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Suzhou is the hometown of silk. There are new and Paleolithic sites in
the Taihu Valley that witness the long history of silk. Silk is a splendid
treasure of the traditional culture of the Chinese nation. Mulberry
planting, sericulture, silk reeling, and silk weaving are at the core of
silkworm silk skills.

Silk is unique in its silky luster, comfortable touch, and exquisite pattern.
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The pattern of silk tells ancient stories and inherits the culture of
thousands of years. The color of silk, showcasing the beauty of plant
dyeing, conveys the concept of natural harmony.

In 2009, the "Chinese Sericulture and Silk Weaving Skills," jointly
submitted by several units from Zhejiang, Jiangsu, Sichuan, and other
regions, led by the China Silk Museum, was included in the UNESCO

Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

FRERE
Jingdezhen Ceramic and Porcelain
CH—

fEZFENXUFST, BRERGXUAEEF X, &
BEE “HARH”, HeME 2000 F, BFE 1000 £ F,
WEE 600 25, ZBEETRLEEZAR, LERRZLZHE

Wl T M —REFIGRELZESRR, BOTFERE
AL, AL, EH. BARE.

T, /Y. ek, REREN “FEENDARLE” .
FluAARE., BERER; BRI €. AWEx; &7
FTARIL. RS E; REITHRB. FEAA

2006 £ 5 A 20 H, FEEAFIHERZHIINE —HE

B (AM) jit EBERAE & eu-chine.com Q FMEAXARRK14305
EU-CHINA (SUZHOU) DESIGN DEVELOPMENT Co., Ltd B info@eu-chine.com No.1430, Renmin Rd.,Gusu District, Suzhou



CHINESE
CRAFTS

m B F O € | B #Z © BH |

nnnnnn

KA L XA = R E R TR

EN—

Ceramic and porcelain are symbols of Chinese culture, embodying
national culture and life aesthetics. Jingdezhen is the "porcelain capital
of the world," with a history of ceramic metallurgy spanning 2,000 years,
official kilns for more than 1,000 years, and imperial kilns for over 600
years.

Jingdezhen gathers the great achievements of famous kilns from past
dynasties and the essence of skills from around the world to form a
unigue handmade porcelain production system. The core processes
include rawing, polishing, glazing, painting, and firing.

Blue and white, famille-rose, color glaze, and Linglong porcelain are
known as the "four famous porcelains of Jingdezhen." Blue and white is
elegant; famille-rose is bright and soft; color glaze is exquisite; Linglong
porcelain is intricate.

On May 20, 2006, Jingdezhen handmade porcelain was included in the
first batch of the Chinese Intangible Cultural Heritage list of traditional

skills.
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Curator: Francois Delclaux
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Famous French designer, curator, and art consultant

Official co-curator of MAISON&OBIJET

Founder of Un Nouvel Air

Francgois Delclaux founded Un Nouvel Air in 2006, specializing in lifestyle
and design trends consultancy and art direction, offering personalized
solutions and global expertise to brands looking to keep up with market
trends.

As a curator and artistic director, Francois Delclaux has worked on
numerous projects with MAISON&OBJET over the past 20 vyears,
including the design of the new exhibition space for the "What's New?"
exhibition, which focuses on emerging trends.

In 2024, Francois Delclaux will serve as the first artistic curator of THE
ZHAI, presenting the Oriental lifestyle from China to the world. With
"wood-silk-porcelain” as the theme, this exhibition brings together Ming-
style furniture, Suzhou silk, and Jingdezhen ceramics and porcelains to
present a natural, comfortable, and environmentally friendly new

Chinese home space, offering unique life inspirations.
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Explore More On...

Official Website www.thezhaichina.com
Instagram () www.instagram.com/thezhai_2024
Contact Email info@eu-chine.com
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