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Invent, reinvent, and never stop at what has already been done; that is the adage of La 
Maison de la Maille. After the recent launch of its “Plaid Merveilleux” (Marvelous Throw), 
the brand is back this fall with a completely new project, both different and extremely 
bold: reproducing the works of major contemporary artists on the house’s throws and 
shawls. How did this collaboration come about? Who are the artists involved in the 
project?  
Marie Ceysson, gallery owner, enlightens us. 

Marie, can you tell us a little more about yourself and your gallery? 
  
I work at the Galerie Ceysson & Bénétière with my husband. It was created in 2006 in St 
Étienne, which is where we hail from. And we have expanded into several strategic 
locations in the art world: New York, Lyon, Paris, Geneva and Luxembourg. We recently 
opened a new 1200m2 space in St Étienne that has a restaurant and our first store in a 
genuine dedicated space, called “La Supérette”. 

How did the idea for this project come about? 
  
Here at the gallery we have already worked with artists on products that are alien to 
the art world in the strict sense of the term. In particular, we have produced Hermès 
scarves and a line of Sergio Rossi bags with the contemporary artist Claude Viallat. We 
were also involved in a collaboration between Claude Caillol and Marni. On a personal 
level, I had already known Charlotte, the founder of La Maison de la Maille, for a number 
of years, and it occurred to me that a throw would be the ideal format for a project like 
this. 
  
What do you like about this type of partnerships? 
  
I am thrilled by the idea of being able to exhibit art works in a new way. It is a way of 
opening up the art world to the general public, and offering a totally different 
experience. And although we are aware that not everyone can afford a throw costing 
1200 euros, our store also has mugs, notebooks and jigsaw puzzles for kids, amongst 
other things. Making art accessible to everyone is something that gives me great pleasure. 
Not to mention the visibility it gives to the gallery and also to the artist. 

Why throws? 
  
Because I believe it is a product that it is ideal for a collaboration of this kind. It is a 
sublime product, particularly the throws made by La Maison de la Maille, and I see it as a 
kind of extension of a work of art. You can have a painting on the wall and a throw on the 
sofa as a continuation of that. I like that idea a lot. 

Which artists have you decided to work with? 

Given that this project is our first foray into this area, we have selected just two artists; 
ORLAN and Christian Floquet. 
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ORLAN is a major artist from the 1970s, 80s and 90s. She is known for her vibrant colors 
and her highly geometrical works, but also her performances as a plastician, her 
experiments with the body and the different forms it can take. Her biggest challenge was 
to demonstrate in the 1970s that a geometrical painting could be just as powerful and 
aesthetic as a figurative work reveling in detail and technique. 

As for Christian Floquet, he is known and recognized for his very (very) large format, 
monolithic works. His goal as an artist is to invest the canvas with very simple 
geometrical compositions but also to shock the eye by combining powerful, daring and 
sometimes even grating colors. 

With ORLAN we have created a throw and with Christian Floquet we have worked on a 
throw and two models of shawls. A very structured throw, with contrasts in black and 
white, one shawl with a dominant yellow and another with a dominant violet. 
  
What do the artists think of the project? 
  
The artists were enthusiastic about the idea of participating, but they also had their 
doubts. They waited to see the result before committing to it; we insisted on the highest 
standards, but it is their works we are talking about and they don’t want to see them 
misrepresented. And we obviously understand that 100%. Their name is genuinely 
associated with the project and every item sold will have a certificate by the artist. We 
are very happy that the finished product was able to meet their expectations. 

Are the works knitted or printed? 

Knitted! This brings additional constraints, but the result is sublime. For example, we 
couldn’t choose a work with more than five colors, because we had to adapt to the 
different limitations imposed by the knit, but we are very proud of the result. 

Written by Laura Isaaz 

Subscribe to La Maison de la Maille:  

The very cosy letter 
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