


TakeCaire a Label of Design Handmade cofounded in 2012 by 
Sylvie Blanchet, interior designer and graduate of EnsAD, and Emilie 
Kartsonas, architect and videographer. Chloé Kartsonas, lawyer 
specialised in human rights, joined the team in 2015.

Incubator of ideas TakeCaire’s action is founded in its team’s expertise 
in design, marketing and communication, and most importantly in its 
in-depth knowledge of Egyptian craftsmanship.
Sylvie is based in Cairo since over 12 years, and thus daily operational 
and focused on the field.

The project constantly explores  different techniques and materials 
offering a range of objects; with each item telling the story of an 
encounter between two talents, two countries, two skillsets, an 
encounter between tradition and contemporary research.
Our current collections include local materials most of them recycled 
or upcycled such as, brass, glass, wood, cotton and paper...a fraction 
of the diversity of raw materials available in Egypt.

Since 2015 TakeCaire concern is mainly focused into the use recycled 
and upcycled materials for most of the collections.
2020 is the year for exciting ”out of the box” challenges including but 
not limited to green waste materials, such as midribs palm tree and 
rice straw in our future collections.

TakeCaire is based in Cairo Downtown nearby old Cairo’s artisanal 
workshops ,with in back stage a laboratory for innovation, where 
worlds of craftmanship and innovation merge, encouraging and 
experimenting with new approaches to making handmade design. 
TakeCaire is as well a gallery open to the public, to create more 
awareness amongst our visitors and with the scope in a very near 
future to organize workshops and lectures on the importance and the 
role of each individual in his daily practice, in the preservation of our 
planet.
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Barbaseb Duo Designers from Furn

Claire Bonardot Julien Devaux Lola Mercier 

Nathanael Abeille Samuel Aden Léo Lescop 

ENSAD is famous for teaching future designers how to 
conceive design on both theoretical and practical levels; 
the school pushes at the forefront a constant awareness of 
opportunities presented through conceptual and creative 
processes. Thus, integrating exploration, understanding and 
assimilation methods in the design process. This leads the 
designers to conceive objects that are beautiful, functional, 
useful and innovative.

Partnership 
with Ensad 
French
Design School

5



Committed 
since the 
beginning to 
provide an 
ethical and fair 
design process

6



TakeCaire is an innovative model, inclusive and responsible in the 
Egyptian handcrafts sector, concerned with social dimensions and 
environmental alike.

- Allowing artisan communities to evolve and fit their skills into new 
perspectives, while enhancing their competences through vocational 
and technical training.
- The integration of innovative processes and design services with local 
traditional know-how.
- Introducing artisans to a wide range of new local markets
- Exposure of Cairo’s artisans and their communities to international 
markets.
- Offering young designers new challenges and opportunities to edit 
and diffuse their creations.

Our work comes with a high regard to artisans who dedicate their skills 
to manually fabricate objects for TakeCaire. We bring environmental 
awareness through the use of recycled materials.
Each object is fabricated with local raw materials and by local talents, 
bearing in mind the empowerment of communities with which we work, 
men and women alike.

Since 2015, TakeCaire has committed to the United Nations’ Egyptian 
Global Compact Network, whose mission is to support the private 
sector’s development of sustainable entrepreneurship.
In line with these values, TakeCaire contributes with local partners to 
the creation, innovation and diffusion of eco-responsible and products.

The majority of our objects are « Up-Cycled » objects and our objective 
is to become a 100% green design label.

for the planet 
& the human
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Our objects 
are produced from 
local or recycled 
materials
glass, brass, reclaimed fabric, recycled paper...

and green waste
mibrids of palm leaves & rice straw
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“Hétéphères” necklace
Necklace made from recycled 
and varnished paper beads 
elegantly imbricated with 
hand cut-out palms in brass.
Designed by Claire 
Bonardot for TakeCaire.

SLOW DESIGN: INNOVATION - RECYCLING - UP-CYCLING
New horizons are opened to design and designers
All over the world, design and designers move more and more 
toward a new approach integrating their concern to contribute to 
the emergency of preserving our planet, and working or integrating 
recycled material to their creativity.
Slow Design means create products limiting their impacts on 
environment, using better and less raw materials, calling upon 
nonpolluting processes, while thinking to the life cycle of the product. 
(re-cycling - up-cycling)
As to date, sustainability and eco-design alike are a contemporary 
approach targeting the return to the sources of product creation, 
that is to say, functionality defining the shape, simplicity, efficiency, 
speaking out of the excesses of our consumption’s society and trying 
to give back its meaning to industrial production.
Beyond design, and generally talking, it is about a reaction to a world 
of overconsumption, its limits and the desire to live differently and 
better, slower, the growing awareness of the emergency to preserve 
the planet or rather to save the planet. Our design Integrates the new 
challenges of our societies, linked to
the preservation of our planet by: 

• questioning the function of objects
• rethinking sustainability
•Suggest innovative services
• identify new paths to reduce and reuse waste

 REduce REuse Recycle the wastes
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local raw cotton 

“Naguib” Stool 
Stool in Egyptian sorsoa or pine wood and 
removable upholstery in 3D khayameya.
100% Egyptian cotton filled with Egyptian 
cotton fiber. Limited Edition. 
Dimensions: H 42cm, W 30x30cm
Designed by Samuel Aden and 
Nathanaël Abeille for TakeCaire.
Collection: NAGUIB

“Check Point” Sofa
Handmade Modular couch from 100% Egyptian cotton. 
Cover filled up with Egyptian cotton fiber. A hidden 
Khayameya lotus pattern is stitched on each cover for an 
intuitive assembly purpose. 
Dimensions: L 200 cm, W 100 cm
Designed by Samuel Aden for TakeCaire.
Collection: REVOLUTION
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“Offering” tray
Serving or decorative 
tray made in Egyptian 
turned timber rose wood. 
Guaranteed without any 
chemical or hazardous 
products for food usage.
Dimensions: Ø approx. 
30cm  
Designed by Barbaseb 
from Furn Paris for 
TakeCaire. 
Collection: OFFERING

local rosewood
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 SALT CANDLE HOLDERS
 Design : Sylvie Blanchet for TakeCaire
 Artisan : siwa artisans
 Collection : Salt of Siwa
 Material : salt stone of the oasis

“This candle holder’s collection is handmade in the oasis of Siwa in 
the western desert of Egypt. The material is salt stone found in the 
oasis. Siwis traditionally utilize this salt in building homes and shaping 
their tools and also lamps, believed to produce healing energy with 
the heat of the light source.”
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local salt stone



local clay 



Egypt abounds with recyclable materials (paper, plastic, glass, brass, 
copper etc..); tons of waste having of course a negative impact on the 
environment if not recycled nor upcycled.

However, Egyptian have the instinctive knowledge and tradition in 
reusing, recycling for themselves and as source of income: today the 
civil society moves in this urgent matter.

Early as 2015 has forged partnerships with local associations 
supporting Cairo’s garbage collecting community, the Zabaleen, 
with whom designers conceived and they fabricate exclusive design 
products, with recycled materials.

Their initiative’s programs create jobs and income for women making 
handmade products using recycled material, this includes weaving, 
making paper, knitting and other crafts.

Design 
from waste and 
reclaimed 
materials 



CARTOUCHE

reclamed
cotton straps
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recycled paper & cardboard

“Uphance” Pendant Lighting
Pendant lamp made of red copper finish mirror and molded 
recycled blue paper or jean pulp shade.
Designed by Barbara Balland and Sebastien Tardif for 
TakeCaire.
Supplied with 2 lm of fabric cable.
Dimensions: shade Ø 15 cm H 14cm - wire 200 cm
Collection: UPHANCE
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recycled glass
“Mainstay” glassware collection made of recycled blown glass 
DESIGNER: BARBARA BELLAND & SEBASTIEN TARDIF
Spotted by François Delclaux at Maison et Objet
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recycled glass
“Chic&Choc vases” made of recycled mouth blown glass and brass
DESIGNER: JULIEN DEVAUX / Spotted by François Delclaux
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recycled glass
“Koubeyat” tumblers made of recycled blown glass
Spotted by Elizabeth Leriche
“Kes” wine glass made of recycled blown glass
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We recently initiated a collaboration with a young Egyptian startup 
focusing on the midribs of palm tree, a vast existing green waste reserve 
all over Egypt, either calling upon the traditional leaves braiding or 
midribs furniture making. 
They also developed a transformation technique of the raw material 
into wood to be substituted to wood which is mainly imported for the 
furniture industry mass production.
They are as well supporting the women community having the traditional 
knowledge of braiding palm leaves in the region they operate.

Cairo ranked the second most polluted city globally after India’s New 
Delhi. The disposal of agricultural wastes plays a big role in Egypt’s air 
pollution. Every year, burning the rice straw results in a big black cloud 
covering all the capital and lasting for almost 3 months, leaving behind 
fatal health impacts. Due to the inability to easily dispose of the rice 
crop wastes, many farmers burn the straw at the end of every harvest 
season, despite the government’s ban since 2012.

We are planning a partnership with another association takes advantage 
of the huge amounts of dumped rice straw and works for both humanity 
and the environment. It employs people with disabilities to recycle the 
rice straw and create paper products.
Finally stating the lack of connection between the numerous innovative 
and creative initiatives and projects toward sustainability committing and 
actively addressing the environmental and social issues, we are planning 
to get close to them in order to link these initiatives with our belief in the 
role of the design as part of the future in the preservation of the planet.

Green waste 



“Nakheel” place mats made of palm leaf
by Erythrean women in the Delta of the Nile

Palm leaf 
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Palm leaf 
midribs
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TakeCaire
a label of quality
dedicated to 
produce 
handmade design 
beautiful
sustainable and 
beneficial for 
everyone. 

Selected in the sustainable itinerary of M&O
and What’s New spaces:
Living by Francois Delclaux 
Share by Elizabeth Leriche
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GALLERY IN DOWNTOWN CAIRO, EGYPT
10 MAHMOUD BASSIOUNY STREET, QASR EL NIL
5TH FLOOR, APT 18 - TEL +20 127 7636991
CAIRO GOVERNORATE, EGYPT.

www.takecaire.com


